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---- PRESS RELEASE ----
Is Lafite Rothschild the best performing asset of the decade?
A case of 1982 Lafite Rothschild has been the UK’s best performing commodity over the past decade, according to analysis by Liv-ex – The Fine Wine Exchange. 

A 12-bottle case of 1982 Lafite Rothschild – a top red wine from Bordeaux that has become increasingly popular in China – has increased in price by 857% over the last ten years, from £2,613 to £25,000. 

The best-performing equity (British American Tobacco) increased in price 454% over the same period, while gold prices are up 297%.

Overall, fine wine has proved itself one of the top-performing assets of the “noughties” – beating equities, houses, oil, stamps and fine art.

	Asset
	% change*
	CAGR**

	Fine Wine (Liv-ex Fine Wine Investables Index)
	178.3%
	10.9%

	Crude Oil (Brent Crude spot GBP)
	177.7%
	10.9%

	UK residential property (FT House Price Index)
	118.2%
	8.2%

	Collectible Stamps (Stanley Gibbons 100 Stamp Index)
	60.9%
	4.9%

	Fine Art (ArtPrice Index UK)
	9.1%
	0.9%

	Equities (FTSE All Share)
	-17.5%
	-1.9%


 *31 Dec 1999 to 30 November 2009 / ** Compound annual growth rate.

James Miles, Director of Liv-ex, commented: 

“The last ten years has seen the fine wine market transformed. Global turnover has increased from under $1 billion a year to more than $3 billion. Furthermore, innovations like the Liv-ex Fine Wine Exchange have helped the market shed some of its secrecy and dramatically increased price transparency, attracting new entrants.”

“The noughties have also seen fine wine move from being a niche investment for gentlemen into one that is considered increasingly mainstream by the investment community. As this research shows, fine wine has as strong track record of delivering more than 10% compound annual growth.  Fine wine is also a useful tool for portfolio diversification, showing low volatility and limited correlation with other assets.”
For further information, including images and quotes, contact Jack Hibberd at +44 (0) 20 7228 22 33 or jack@liv-ex.co.uk.     

Read the Liv-ex Blog: www.liv-ex.typepad.com. Follow us on Twitter: /livex
NOTES:
Liv-ex.com (The London International Vintners Exchange) is the world’s leading exchange for fine wine. Founded in 1999, Liv-ex runs an internet and phone based trading and settlement platform for fine wine merchants and professionals. Liv-ex Fine Wine Exchange membership includes the world's major trade buyers and sellers, including merchants, brokers, retailers, importers, exporters and wine funds. The bulk of Liv-ex transactions are in the best French labels from Bordeaux, Burgundy, Champagne and the Rhone, but not exclusively so. The best names from Italy, Germany, Spain, Portugal and the New World are also traded. Liv-ex also provides impartial market data – including the Liv-ex 100 Fine Wine Index – to professional traders, wine collectors and the press. Liv-ex is a Sunday Times Virgin Fast Track 100 company.
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The Liv-ex Fine Wine Investables Index:

The Liv-ex Fine Wine Investables Index is designed to track the wines commonly found in a wine investment portfolio. The index consists of Bordeaux red wines from 24 leading chateaux. The component wines date back to the 1982 vintage and are chosen on the basis of their score from Robert Parker. The wines are priced using the Liv-ex Mid Price with various scarcity weightings applied to account for older vintages and wines produced in smaller quantities.
Find out more and download the full series.
The top performing wines of the noughties: 

	Wine
	Vintage
	£ per case 
(Dec 99)
	£ per case 
(Nov 09)
	% change

	Lafite Rothschild
	1982
	2,613
	25,000
	856.9%

	Lafite Rothschild
	1986
	1,591
	9,550
	500.2%

	Lafite Rothschild
	1994
	713
	4,110
	476.8%

	Lafite Rothschild
	1996
	1,472
	8,050
	446.9%

	Latour
	1982
	2,945
	13,700
	365.2%

	Lafite Rothschild
	1983
	998
	4,550
	356.1%

	Mission Haut Brion
	1982
	1,388
	6,243
	349.9%

	Lafite Rothschild
	1995
	1,083
	4,500
	315.5%

	Petrus
	1990
	6,508
	27,000
	314.9%

	Petrus
	1989
	6,555
	25,000
	281.4%
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